
Bush-Francis Catatonia Rating Scale
Assessment Resources

Dr. Wortzel and Dr. Oldham have developed the following educational resources on how to

assess for catatonia using the Bush-Francis Catatonia Rating Scale (BFCRS) in collaboration

with Dr. Francis.

BFCRS Training Manual and Coding Guide

Describes how to use the BFCRS and explains each item in detail.

Educational modules on using the BFCRS

Standardized patient videos and test questions with explanations. 

Videos on scoring individual BFCRS items 

These can also be accessed from the PDF version of the BFCRS .
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Testing | Vaccine Information
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https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/BFCRS-Training-Manual-22-02-24.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/psychiatry/divisions/collaborative-care-and-wellness/bush-francis-catatonia-rating-scale/bfcrs.aspx
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/about/docs/BFCRS-with-Manual-links.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/BFCRS-Training-Manual-22-02-24.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/coronavirus/visitor-restrictions.aspx
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/coronavirus/covid-19-related-testing-charges.aspx
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/coronavirus/covid-vaccines.aspx


Overview of Catatonia
Assessment Resources

Dr. Oldham and Dr. Wortzel provide a brief introduction to the assessment resources

available on this webpage. 

Introduction to the Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale BFCRS Training ModIntroduction to the Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale BFCRS Training Mod……
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https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/about/docs/BFCRS-with-Manual-links.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dd_paZPXlSU


Standardized Patient Training Videos
In the first of the four training videos below, we illustrate a full clinical assessment for

the BFCRS in a standardized patient without catatonia. The subsequent three videos

depict assessments of a standardized patient portraying catatonia's three common

motoric subtypes. For each video, we provide a completed BFCRS form for how we

score these assessments, along with key points for reference. 

Normal Exam

This video features a standardized patient without catatonia to illustrate how to

assess for all items on the BFCRS.

Clinical Assessment for the BFCRS:

Expanded version assessment

Single-page assessment

Blank BFCRS form for scoring

Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale NormaNorma……
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https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/Clinical-Exam-for-the-BFCRS-expanded-version.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/Clinical-Exam-for-the-BFCRS-single-page.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/2-Blank-BFCRS-for-scoring.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2qQXjses0c


Examples of Catatonia

Hypokinetic Catatonia 

Completed BFCRS form for hypokinetic catatonia video

Review of key points - hypokinetic catatonia

Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale HypokiHypoki……

Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale ParakiParaki……
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https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/3-BFCRS-completed-for-hypokinetic-patient.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/KeyPoints_Hypokinetic-Catatonia.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgCFhvlzg0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o001J9_jsM8


Parakinetic Catatonia

Completed BFCRS form for parakinetic catatonia video

Review of key points - parakinetic catatonia

Hyperkinetic Catatonia

Completed BFCRS form for hyperkinetic catatonia video

Review of key points - hyperkinetic catatonia

Test materials

Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Scale HyperkHyperk……
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https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/4-BFCRS-completed-for-parakinetic-patient.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/KeyPoints_Parakinetic-Catatonia.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/5-BFCRS-completed-for-hyperkinetic-patient.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/KeyPoints_Hyperkinetic-Catatonia.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4Se96nOtkQ


Below are videos of test patients A & B and corresponding forms A & B of a multiple-

choice test, each with an answer key. You can also access the full 1-hour education

course as it was originally presented, with pre-, post-, and 3-month assessments.

Standardized Test Patient A

Multiple choice test form A

Answer key to multiple choice test form A

Test Patient A | Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Test Patient A | Bush Francis Catatonia Rating ……

Test Patient B | Bush Francis Catatonia Rating Test Patient B | Bush Francis Catatonia Rating ……
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https://redcap.urmc.rochester.edu/redcap/surveys/?s=LWNL3EC78Y
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/MC-Test-Form-A.pdf
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/MediaLibraries/URMCMedia/psychiatry/documents/MC-Test-Form-A-Answers.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBmMoITdkhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4YDGW4904w


Standardized Test Patient B

Multiple choice test form B

Answer key to multiple choice test form B

Additional Resources

Catatonia Information Center

Directed by Andrew Francis, PhD, MD
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Mark Oldham, MD

Assistant Professor of Psychiatry

University of Rochester, Department of Psychiatry
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https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/people/31309615-mark-a-oldham
mailto:Mark_Oldham@URMC.Rochester.edu?subject=BFCRS%20Website%20Contact&body=Name:%0aQuestion:

